A Liturgy for Life Sunday, 2006

Note: Lutheran Church-Canada has designated Sunday May 14, the 5th Sunday of Easter, as Life Sunday.  Normally, the lessons appointed for the day would be used.  Alternate readings are provided for those desiring such, allowubg this service to be used on this Sunday or any other Sunday that a congregation chooses to designate as a Life Sunday.  If the responses for the Common Preface are to be chanted, the chant tones from Lutheran Worship, Divine Service 2, the First Setting can be used.  The Proper Preface is the preface for Easter from Lutheran Worship and is particularly well-suited for a Life Sunday regardless of the time of the Church Year. 
+ + +

Opening Hymn – LW 160 “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” (TLH 235 vs. 1,4,6)

Invocation
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

P: For the wages of sin is death, 

C: but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination, especially considering on this day the Fifth Commandment: You shall not murder.  What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbour in his body but help and support him in every physical need.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen.  
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
Entrance Psalm – Psalm 6

A: O LORD, do not rebuke me in Your anger or discipline me in Your wrath. 

C: Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am faint; O LORD, heal me, for my bones are in agony.  

A: My soul is in anguish.  How long, O LORD, how long? 

C: Turn, O LORD, and deliver me; save me because of Your unfailing love. 

A: No one remembers You when he is dead.  Who praises You from the grave? 

C: I am worn out from groaning; all night long I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with tears. 
A: My eyes grow weak with sorrow; they fail because of all my foes.  

C: Away from me, all you who do evil, for the LORD has heard my weeping.
A: The LORD has heard my cry for mercy; the LORD accepts my prayer.  

C: May all my enemies be ashamed and dismayed; may they turn back in sudden disgrace. 

A & C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.  Amen.  
A: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
A: For the peace from above, and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy.  
A: For the peace of the whole world, both young and old, those yet to be born and those near death, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
A: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mercy. 
A: Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

C: Amen.
The Hymn of Praise – LW 175 “Father Most Holy” (TLH 240) 

The Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.  Almighty and merciful Father, You who watched us throw away the gift of life so callously in the Garden of Eden, open our eyes with Mary Magdalene to see the true Gardener, the risen Lord Jesus Christ, and through Him revere all life, for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
A: The Old Testament reading for Life Sunday is from Lamentations, the third chapter.  

Old Testament Reading – Lamentations 3:16-33
A: This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
A: The Epistle is from the letter to the Hebrews, the twelfth chapter.

Epistle – Hebrews 12:1-13
A: This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter. 

C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
Holy Gospel – St. John 21:15-19
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to You, O Christ.
The Nicene Creed
Hymn of the Day – LW 454 “Before Jehovah’s Awesome Throne” (TLH 13) 

Sermon – See suggested Life Sermon on Philippians 1:20-21 by Rev. Dr. Glenn E. 






Schaeffer, President of Lutherans for Life – Canada.
Offering and Offering Hymn – LW 490 “Abide with Me” (TLH 552 vs. 1-2,6-8) 

Prayers – See Litany for Life Sunday 
P: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; but chiefly are we bound to praise You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, for He is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for us and has taken away the sins of the world.  By His death He has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He has restored to us everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Sabaoth. Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on us children of men and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that He may establish in us a living faith and prepare us joyfully to remember our Redeemer and receive Him who comes to us in His body and blood. 

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
The Words of Institution
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you, this is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.  

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C: Amen. 
Agnus Dei – LW 208 “Lamb of God” (TLH 146) 

Distribution with Hymns:
LW 451 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” and/or





TLH 586 “A Pilgrim and a Stranger” and/or





LW 264 “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” (TLH 200) and/or





LW 239 “Soul Adorn Yourself with Gladness” (TLH 305) 

Post-Communion Hymn: LW 238 “O Lord, We Praise You” (TLH 313)

Post-Communion Collect

A: Lord Jesus Christ, we give You thanks for Your life-giving body and blood.  May we see with Your eyes of mercy and speak with Your tongue of grace that others may rejoice in Your gift of life here and look forward to Your gift of life eternal, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His countenance on you and give you peace.  

C: Amen.  

Closing Hymn – LW 443 “Now Thank We All Our God” (TLH 36) 
